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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the potential and readiness to manage
the curriculum Bachelor of Arts Program majoring in tourism and recreation 2) to compare
the needs for desirable graduate characteristics between entrepreneurs, students, and
graduates. The sample group included entrepreneurs, students, and graduates, totaling
120 people. The results of the research found that the demographic data of entrepreneurs
and the majority of respondents were in the recreation business and entertainment business
group. There is a tendency for most employment in one year, no more than 1 person. Most
starting salaries start from 5,001 to 10,000 baht. As for the demographic information of students
and graduates, it was found that the majority of respondents are men aged between
21-25 years as well.

The results of the study comparing the needs for desirable graduate characteristics
between entrepreneurs, students, and graduates found that 1) overall demand for desirable
graduate characteristics is high. Arranged from highest to lowest are ethics, knowledge,
personal characteristics, and skills. 2) stakeholders have different needs for desirable graduate
characteristics in every aspect. The aspect that is most different is ethics and 3) curriculum-
level learning outcomes should be determined with ethics as a priority i.e. honesty and do
not deceive tourists. From the results of this research, it is beneficial for the Bachelor of Arts
program majoring in tourism and recreation, Faculty of Liberal Arts of Thailand National Sports
University including related tourism agencies, academics and those people who are interested
in the study of potential and readiness for education in the Bachelor of Arts program majoring
in tourism and recreation that can apply the body of knowledge to use in curriculum

development for further research.

Keywords: potential and readiness, desirable graduate characteristics, tourism and recreation
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